Yeah!
That’s
responsible!

Yeah!
That’s
responsible!

Umm…
I’m not
quite sure.

Umm…
I’m not
quite sure.

No! That
was not
responsible!

No! That
was not
responsible!

Example 1: Bullying
The same person calls a
student in your class a name
everyday during soccer at
recess. You don’t laugh or join
in and just keep quite.

Example 1: Property
You borrow some of your
teacher’s classroom library
books. You’ve read them many
times and it’s time to return
them. When you do, the edges
are bent and the pages are
crinkled.

Example 2: Bullying
You saw a student being
picked on by the tire swing.
You told the bully to stop and
reported it to an adult.

Example 2: Property
Every day at the end of the
day and every morning before
school, you squish your folder
into your backpack. It’s
December, and your folder is
torn and it doesn’t hold your
papers very well.

Example 1: Homework

Example 2: Homework

You decided to play video
games after school before
dinner. After dinner, you were
tired and went to bed. Your
homework wasn’t completed.

Your friend asked you to play
after school, but you have
homework. You sat down and
gave yourself 20 minutes to
work on it, then went out to
play.

Example 3: Homework

Example 4: Homework

You decided to play video
games after school and
never finished your
homework. You told your
teacher the next morning and
asked to turn it in tomorrow.

You take out your homework,
work on a couple problems, then
go outside to play. When you go
to pack it the next morning, you
can’t find it. You tell your teacher
that your family didn’t put it in
your folder.

Example 1: Choices

Example 2: Choices

You get to pack your snack.
You find some crackers, a bag
of Hot Cheetos, an apple, and
some cookies. You choose to
pack the Hot Cheetos.

You are working on a poster for
Health in small groups. Everyone in
your group is supposed to help. 2
other people seem to like to do
the work, so you let them, while
you play with your eraser and
pencil.

Example 3: Choices

Example 4: Choices

Your teacher sent home a
permission slip for a field trip. She
gave you a few reminders, but
you keep forgetting. You show
your teacher a note you wrote
to yourself to help remind you,
and you bring your slip signed the
next day.

There was a very hard math
problem you were working on.
You thought about rushing
through it, but instead asked for
help and pushed through the
problem. It’s still hard, but you
understand a bit more now.

How to use (3 ways):
◊ Pass out one card to each partnership and have students discuss it and decide if it
was responsible. Then have them report to the class the situation and what they
think.
◊ Hang signs up in the room that say: Responsible, Not Sure, Not Respon sible. Pick
a card and read it out loud. Have the students think to themselves, then have them
move to the signs that best fit their thinking. Have them discuss with others at
that sign why they chose that idea and then allow a rep from each group to
report to the whole class as to their reasoning.
◊ Pass out a set to each student, pair, or group of students. Have them sort and
discuss into 2 piles (responsible vs. not responsible). Have them switch with another
group and check to see if there were any differences. Discuss outcomes.

Some examples could go either way. I am someone who understands that life
happens. I consider it responsible if a student comes to me with a plan to fix
something in a timely manner. You and your students can be the judges!
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